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the dawn. Its reverberation seemed to wing the passing soul into
eternity.
The physician examined Sagami for the last time.
With the murmur of a Buddhist prayer, Saionji and Okiku brought
the lifeless hands together on Sagami's chest and clasped them in ven-
eration.
Saionji, Okiku, Shinko and Hachiro, who had just arrived, and then
the others each dipped a small brush into the 'last water' and touched
the lips of the dead governess.
Tension filled the Premier's office.
"Marquis Saionji, we asked General Uyehara to see that the Army
budget be reduced by seven million yen. He insisted that he could not
cut more than two million!" The Home Minister, Hara, who was in
conference with Premier Saionji and his colleague, Justice Minister
Matsuda, spoke rapidly and rubbed his nose with a handkerchief.
He continued: "And now with that 'saving' the War Minister and
his supporters propose to create two new divisions. That is not
the retrenchment which the Seiyukai Party had long hoped for and
which this Saionji Cabinet declared last year. That is an increase. How
do they plan to finance the new units in their second, third, fourth
year and so on?" Between his words Hara's sharpened lips quivered
like a carp's picking at a piece of food. "What is their argument for
this outrage, anyway?"
"Well," Matsuda answered, with his thick eyebrows closely knitted,
"according to them, the General Staff set the limit at twenty-five divi-
sions so they are pursuing that fixed program—"
"Is the General Staff or the Cabinet running the Government, I'd
like to know? If the military disregards the national budget, there'll
be chaos and disorder. I can't follow their logic, nor am I able to un-
derstand their motives, except—"
"Except that the military hopes to trap my Cabinet by blocking its
most vital project," Premier Saionji interrupted.
"Monsieur, do you think Field Marshal Yamagata and ex-Premier
Katsura are pulling strings from behind the scenes? The Army is sud-
denly stubborn. It has been reported that they have an agreement that
if you dismiss General Uyehara from the War Office, no General will
take the Portfolio. All the active Generals and Lieutenant Generals
who are qualified to accept the post have that understanding."
"Huh, I'm not sure about Katsura, but it's possible Yamagata might

